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Town of Ballston

Town Board Agenda* June 30, 2022
Agenda Meeting 6:30 p.m.

Meeting is via Zoom conferencing only
Pledge of Allegiance
PRESENTATION: Town insurance – Dave Meager
OLD BUSINESS

Ballston Lake Sewer update
Grants update
Parks & Rec Committee Report
Community Solar Opt-Out
Charging Stations
NEW BUSINESS
Procurement Policy Revision
PDR Prioritization Consultation
Privilege of the floor ONLY on items for consideration and action this evening. (Limit 3 mins.)
Please state your name, address, and the resolution number you are referring to when speaking.
NEW BUSINESS FOR CONSIDERATION AND ACTION THIS EVENING

Resolution 22-185
Consider approving payment to Trinity Construction under Contract #1 for the Ballston Lake
Sewer District in the amount of $113,891.48 for work completed.
Resolution 22-186
Consider approving payment to Vacri Construction under Contract #2, for the Ballston Lake
Sewer District in the amount of $246,846.90 for work completed.
Resolution 22-187
Consider approving the renewal of the Town’s 2022 Liability Insurance Package through NYMIR
in the amount of $57,630.66. These policies are packaged and include Public Officials Liability,
and CP (Overall Commercial Property). Policy dates are 7/11/2022 - 7/11/2023.
Resolution 22-188
Consider approving the renewal of the Town’s 2022 Cyber Liability Insurance Policy through
Beazley Insurance Company, Inc, in the annual amount of $4,410.00. Policy dates are 6/26/2022
- 6/26/2023.
Resolution 22-189
Consider approving the Crime Insurance Policy installment through Travelers Insurance in the
amount of $4,434.00 annual premium. Policy dates are 7/11/2021 - 7/11/2024 with annual
installments.

Resolution 22-190
Consider approving the Pollution Insurance Policy through Illinois Union Insurance Co. in the
amount of $24,855. This is a three-year premium. Policy dates are 7/11/2022 - 7/11/2025.
Resolution 22-191
Consider approving to set a Public Hearing for Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. on proposed
Local Law #4 of 2022, amending Chapter 30 of the Ballston Town Code known as the
Procurement Policy.
Resolution 22-192
Consider approving a supplemental appropriation to the 2022 Final budget to increase Fund A’s
“Parks – Contractual not Specified” expense account by $20,000, and the “Trust Donation
Proceeds – Anchor Diamond Park” revenue account by $20,000. Approval of this resolution will
establish budget authority allowing the Town to continue maintenance and improvements at
Anchor Diamond Park in compliance with OSC guidelines this fiscal year. The source of the
funds will be future reimbursements by the Anchor Diamond Trust.
Resolution 22-193
Consider approving a supplemental appropriation to the 2022 Final budget to increase Fund A’s
“Parks – Admin Outside Professional Services” expense account by $6,000, increase the “Other
Unclassified Revenues” account by $3,000, and increase the “Budget Fund Balance Draw”
revenue account by $3,000 and approve the recommendations in the feasibility study by Beaver
Deceivers International, by Saratoga Plan, for the placement, number, and type of Beaver
Deceiver, in the sum of $6,000 to be paid to Beaver Deceivers International, Skip Lisle, President,
for installation of a Beaver Deceiver mitigation system in the Ballston Preserve Area contingent
upon approval from Saratoga Plan. The Ballston Lake Improvement Association is paying for half
of the system. The source of the $6,000 will be $3,000 from Fund A, fund balance and the
remaining $3,000 will be from the Ballston Lake Improvement Association. Budget adjustments
totaling $5,000 were approved in 2021 via Resolution 21-298 for this expense; however, unspent
appropriations lapsed at the end of 2021, in the amount of $5,000.
Executive Session for a contract matter – with no expected action.
*Agenda subject to change

Adirondack Mountain Engineering, PC
PO Box 1376 – 313 Ushers Road
Ballston Lake, NY 12019

TEL: (518) 250-1932
FAX: (518) 250-0476

June 17, 2022

Eric Connolly, Supervisor
Town of Ballston
323 Charlton Road
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
Re:

Ballston Lake Sewer Project – Contract #1
Pay Application Number 14 – Trinity Construction

Dear Mr. Connolly:
Adirondack Mountain Engineering has reviewed the attached Application and Certification for
Payment submitted by Trinity Construction in the amount of $113,891.48. All of the information
in the application appears correct and the work noted has been completed. We are recommending
approval of payment.
If you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me
at (518) 250-1932. We look forward to continuing work on this important project.
Sincerely,

Ed M. Hernandez, P.E.
Project Manager
Enclosures

113,891.48

6/17/2022

Adirondack Mountain Engineering, PC
PO Box 1376 – 313 Ushers Road
Ballston Lake, NY 12019

TEL: (518) 250-1932
FAX: (518) 250-0476

June 15, 2022

Eric Connolly, Supervisor
Town of Ballston
323 Charlton Road
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
Re:

Ballston Lake Sewer Project – Contract #2
Pay Application Number 12 – Vacri Construction
Release of Partial Retainage

Dear Mr. Connolly:
Adirondack Mountain Engineering has reviewed the attached Application and Certification
for Payment submitted by Vacri Construction in the amount of $246,846.90. All of the
information in the application appears correct and the work noted has been completed. The
contractor has reached substantial completion and we are recommending partial release of
retainage. Attached or release of lien forms from their subcontractors.
If you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me
at (518) 250-1932. We look forward to continuing work on this important project.
Sincerely,

Ed M. Hernandez, P.E.
Project Manager
Enclosures

6/15/2022

RISK MANAGEMENT AND INSURANCE PROGRAM
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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www.amsureins.com
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
COMPANY OVERVIEW

Amsure was founded as an independent insurance agency in 1945, serving the insurance and risk
management needs of individuals and businesses in the Albany, NY region. Amsure grew from a local,
family owned agency with roots in personal lines and small business into a premier insurance and risk
management firm with a national client base.
In 2008, Amsure joined forces with The Adirondack Trust Company’s insurance division. Founded in 1901,
The Adirondack Trust Company has a track record of conducting exceptional banking business in Upstate
New York. The rich history of these two organizations, combined with shared cultures, values, commitment
to superior customer service, and family heritage, is the foundation upon which we continue to build.
Today, Amsure stands as the region’s leading provider of risk management and insurance advisory
services. We partner with the country’s leading property and casualty, surety, life, and employee benefit
insurance companies to customize creative and cost-effective risk management and insurance solutions
for our clients. Our passion to deliver the highest level of service and expertise drives our words and our
actions. We believe in independence, creativity, responsiveness, knowledge, professionalism, and vision.
They’re the right priorities to empower us and our clients to go above and beyond.

OUR STRATEGY
Amsure has been earning the trust of its clients since 1945 with a consultative approach to insurance and
risk management. We go above and beyond to understand the unique needs of our clients, particularly the
dynamic and evolving nature of their missions, constituencies, services, funding sources, and facilities. We
are adept at navigating these changes by customizing and regularly updating each client’s insurance
program to ensure that proper protection is in place and that each exposure and associated risk is
addressed accordingly.
By anticipating and proactively reviewing exposures to risk, our advisors are able to present an array of risk
management and insurance solutions that protect our clients.
Our longstanding relationships with the insurance carriers we represent, combined with our industry
knowledge, allow us to negotiate the most cost-effective and comprehensive insurance and risk
management solutions for our clients.

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
PRODUCT OVERVIEW

Property & Casualty Insurance
Amsure provides a full array of risk management and insurance products and services to our clients.
Specific areas of product expertise include: Property/Marine, General and Product Liability, Workers
Compensation, Fleet/Automobile, Professional Liability, Directors & Officers Liability, Employment
Practices Liability, Cyber Liability, Crime/Fidelity, Fiduciary Liability, Environmental Impairment Liability,
International Liability, and Umbrella/Excess Liability.
Amsure enjoys strong relationships with clients in the following fields: Construction, Technology & Life
Sciences, Nonprofit Organizations, Manufacturing, Public Entities, Education, Healthcare, and Real Estate.
Surety and Fidelity Bonds
As a member of the National Association of Surety Bond Producers (NASBP), Amsure is recognized as a
leading advisor in the area of Contract Bonds. Our staff has vast experience in negotiating and maintaining
Surety Credit Lines and Facilities for our clients. In addition to Contract Surety, Amsure also provides
advice in the areas of Non-Construction Performance Guarantees, Fidelity Insurance programs, and other
sources of Alternative Risk Financing.
Life and Employee Benefits
Amsure is committed to helping employers and individuals achieve their vision with cost-effective solutions
and expert guidance. We structure comprehensive and competitive Employee Benefit programs that foster
employee retention and loyalty. Our expertise in Employer Group plans includes Medical, Dental, Vision,
Life, Prescription Drug, Disability, and Long Term Care. For the individual market, our expertise includes
Life Insurance (Term, Whole, Universal, Variable), Disability Income Insurance, Annuities, Long Term Care,
Key Person, and Buy Sell Agreements. Amsure has the expertise and personnel to design a program that
is specific to your needs.
Personal Insurance
Amsure provides a specialized, holistic approach to protecting what’s important in your life. We go above
and beyond to learn about you and to understand your needs, your lifestyle, and your risk tolerance. When
you have a claim, we are there when it matters most. Specific areas of Personal Lines expertise include:
Homeowners, Automobile, Tenant/Condo Insurance, Jewelry and Personal Articles Floaters, Rental
Property and Second Home Insurance, Motorcycle, Watercraft, and Personal Umbrella Insurance.
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
SERVICE OVERVIEW

As part of our annual engagement with your firm, the Account Service Team at Amsure will remain in
constant contact with your office. Members of your Account Service Team are available by phone or email
24 hours a day. As part of our engagement with our clients, Amsure’s Account Service Team will perform
the following services:
•

Analyze exposures to loss and make appropriate recommendations on how to best transfer or
assume the risks associated with those exposures.

•

Recommendations will include a full array of Risk Management options including traditional
insurance, contractual risk transfer, and self-insurance. Final selection of alternatives should be
made based on your firm’s financial position and level of risk aversion.

•

Negotiate with insurance carriers on program parameters, terms and conditions, contractual
wording, and premium issues based on our analysis of the associated exposures, anticipated claim
frequency and volume, and market conditions.

•

Monitor carrier performance with regard to Loss Control and Claims services. Initiate, coordinate
and monitor all Loss Control and Risk Management programs between Amsure, your firm and its
insurance companies. Monitor insurance carrier claim payment, reserving and settlement practices
once a claim has been reported to the carrier.

•

Issue required evidences of insurance (i.e., coverage binders, certificates of insurance, posting
notices, identification cards), policies and endorsements. Review/edit final policy documents to
ensure compliance with issuance instructions.

•

Review losses/claims/suits as they are submitted. Recommend measures that will serve to prevent
repetition of future claims.

•

Monitor Experience Modification Ratings which are calculated by State Rating Authorities.
Negotiate with State Rating Board Authorities to rectify any discrepancies or errors in the
promulgation of the Experience Modifier.

•

Monitor and review all aspects of insurance carrier’s operations including audits and billings. Verify
results for accuracy. Interim reviews of ratable exposures will be performed to avoid premium
variations at final audit.

•

Review Contractual Agreements including insurance clauses associated with bid specifications,
indemnification and hold harmless agreements, performance guarantee clauses and
merger/acquisition documents.

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
PUBLIC ENTITY PRACTICE UNIT – PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Interacting with the general public and representing a tax base exposes public entities to a variety of unique
risks. Our advisors expertly analyze your organization to develop a customized risk management and
insurance solution that helps protect the public good while also supporting you in the event of a loss. Our
municipal clients include cities, towns, villages, fire districts, and emergency rescue squads. Amsure, in
conjunction with the insurance company that underwrites your insurance program, provides the following
industry-specific services:
Cities / Towns / Villages
•

Annual meetings to review and assess
existing insurance program

•

Updates on NYS laws affecting
municipal insurance coverages

•

Driver guidelines

•

Sample risk transfer language

•

Analysis of bid specifications

•

Review of insurance certificates from
bidders

Emergency Services
•

Annual meetings with appropriate
board(s) to review and assess existing
insurance program

•

Annual updates on the federal death
benefit

•

Updates on state laws affecting services

•

Driver safety guidelines

•

Sample risk transfer language

•

Free online training programs

•

Review of contracts in conjunction with
legal counsel

•

Information on applying for loans and
grants

•

Guidance on employee manual policies

•

HR related services including:

•

Driver and fleet safety handbooks

•

Insurer loss control inspections

•

Free regional seminars on local
government needs

•

Sample municipal policies and
procedures

o

Reviewing and developing
policies / procedures

o

Environmental, safety and
OSHA compliance

o

Employee handbook assistance

•

Access to free EVOC courses

•

Advice on how to limit misappropriation
of funds

•

Work with architects on bid
specifications

•

Human resource advice through
ThinkHR

•

Review certificates of insurance from
bidders and/or facilities users

•

24-hour claim service

•

24-hour claim service

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
PUBLIC ENTITY COVERAGE EXPERTISE

Amsure specializes in the following insurance coverage for public entity clients:

Cities / Towns / Villages
•

Blanket replacement cost on buildings
and contents

•

Loss of Income and Extra Expense

•

Equipment Breakdown

•

Emergency Services
•

Guaranteed replacement cost on
buildings / contents / non-apparatus
equipment

•

Loss of Income and Extra Expense (up
to 24 months)

Commercial General Liability

•

Personal effects of volunteers

•

Umbrella / Excess Liability

•

Commercial General Liability

•

Automobile / fleet insurance

•

Mutual Aid Liability

•

Municipal Contractors Equipment

•

Liability for members

•

Dump trucks (replacement cost if 10
years old or newer)

•

Medical first aid assistance liability

•

•

Crime and bonding

Emergency Services Errors &
Omissions Liability

•

Public Officials Liability (deductible
applies to paid claims only – not defense)

•

Umbrella / Excess Liability

•

•

Drone coverage

Employment Practices Liability

•

Automobile / fleet insurance

•

Flood & Earthquake

•

Replacement cost on fire trucks

•

Law enforcement

•

•

Police cards (replacement cost if 10 years
old or newer)

Emergency apparatus recertification
costs

•

•

Certified acts of Terrorism

Physical damage to firefighters’
personal vehicles

•

Cyber Liability

•

Group accident and sickness

•

Potable water and failure to supply

•

Group term life

•

Employee Benefits Liability

•

Certified acts of Terrorism

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Human Resource Consultation

ThinkHR is a human resources consulting firm that Amsure partners with to provide customized safety,
compliance and HR related tools and resources to our clients. The ThinkHR platform includes the following
key components:

LEARN PRO offers an extensive online course catalogue and webinar database (topics include OSHA &
General Safety, Personal Safety, Transportation, to name just a few).
COMPLY offers a variety of compliance related resources (including an Employee Handbook Builder and
compliance checklists).
LIVE is an “HR hotline” available to answer any HR related questions (including hiring / firing, promotions,
transfers, etc).
In terms of access, there is no limit to the number of ThinkHR users that our clients can enroll, and individual
login credentials will provide your staff with unlimited access to the platform.

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS DIVISION – SERVICE TEAM

Primary Contacts:
•

David Meager – Account Executive
dmeager@amsureins.com

•

Paul von Schenk, CPCU, CIC – Commercial Lines Marketing Specialist
pvonschenk@amsureins.com

•

Dianne Mjaatvedt – Account Manager
dmjaatvedt@amsureins.com

Claims Department:
Amsure has a full staff whose sole responsibility is to provide comprehensive coverage analysis as well
as submission of claims to all appropriate carriers. Claims are closely followed, reserves are
negotiated, litigation is monitored, and settlements are affected where indicated. This service is
available 24 hours a day to ensure that your claims are addressed in a timely and accurate manner.
•

Jeanine Giroux
jgiroux@amsureins.com

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
WHEN TO NOTIFY AMSURE

It is extremely important that you notify Amsure of any occurrences or circumstances which could result in
a claim or which may require a fundamental change to your current insurance program. Your current plan
is based on the information available to us at the time it was written. Many changes are NOT automatic.
The following are some examples of when we need to hear from you. There may be others, so when in
doubt, please just call or email us. We would rather have too much information than miss something
important. If no action is required, we will just note our internal files accordingly.
Examples:
1) YOU ARE MADE AWARE OF ANY CIRCUMSTANCE OR EVENT WHICH COULD GIVE RISE
TO A CLAIM. We will work with you to determine if notice should be given to the company or if
some other action is more appropriate.
2) You are considering a change in ownership, a merger, acquisition, or joint venture
3) You are considering new operations, locations, ventures, or construction projects
4) You change your address, telephone number, email address, or contact persons
5) You are about to assume new liabilities by signing leases, contracts or rental agreements
6) You encounter circumstances which may require an increase, addition or change in coverage
including, but not limited to:
• A significant change in payroll, sales or subcontracted work
• The purchase or lease of new assets (e.g. buildings, contents, computers, equipment,
vehicles)
7) You have changes in your security systems or procedures (e.g. alarm, sprinkler, security guard)
8) You know of a vacancy or unoccupancy of any property which will exceed 30 days
9) You have a change in your insurance or safety management personnel
10) You have personnel who travel out of the country
11) You assign or hire someone who will work permanently out of state
12) You have any ownership or use of watercraft or aircraft
13) You have significant changes in ERISA or other retirement plan assets
14) You hire or add new vehicle operators
IF YOU’RE NOT SURE IF YOU SHOULD NOTIFY US – PLEASE NOTIFY US!

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
IN THE EVENT OF A CLAIM

The critical first step for all claims is to notify Amsure immediately of any incident that may result in a claim.
From that initial call, Amsure can provide specific instructions and advise how to proceed.

For all Property claims:
In the event of a Property claim, the insured should take appropriate measures to prevent further damage
from occurring. Photographs of all damage should be taken, and emergency repairs that are made to
mitigate further damage should be documented accordingly.

For all Liability claims:
It is strongly recommended that an incident report be completed for all Liability related claims. The incident
report should include the following:
1) Description of the incident
2) Any allegations of defects or hazards the claimant may mention
3) Contact information for the claimant (name, address, phone number, and date of birth)
Witness names are also extremely helpful (particularly if they can add information regarding the incident or
the conditions present in the accident area). Photos of the area or alleged defect are also helpful.

For all Automobile claims:
In the event of an Auto accident, it is imperative to notify the police immediately to respond to the scene
and document the incident. It is OK to check and see if the other parties involved are unharmed, but do
not discuss the details of the accident (including any assumption or allegations of fault). Speak only with
the police officer regarding the specific circumstances of the accident.
Photos of the accident scene are always helpful, but not imperative if it puts anyone in danger of being
struck by traffic. Obtain names and contact information of witnesses who are there (if possible).

For all Workers Compensation / Statutory Disability (DBL) claims:
The employer will need to complete a C2-F (in the event of a Workers Compensation claim) or a DB-450
(in the event of a DBL claim). These forms can be obtained directly from Amsure. It is critical that the
injured employee receive immediate medical attention (if necessary) to avoid further injury or illness.

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
CARRIER PROFILE

Amsure is pleased to present a Risk Management and Property & Casualty Insurance proposal from the
following carrier that has been reviewed and rated by A.M. Best and has received the following current
ratings:
Beazley Insurance Company, Inc. (Beazley) – Cyber Liability
- Rating: A (“Excellent”)
- Financial Size Category: XV ($2 Billion or Greater)

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
CYBER LIABILITY

COVERAGE DESCRIPTION
Cyber Liability insurance covers you in the event that personally identifiable information (PII) is exposed or
stolen during the course of your business, or if your data is compromised or held for ransom. Coverage
will help you to comply with security breach notification laws and may also include business interruption
(loss of income) coverage.

CARRIER

Beazley Insurance Company, Inc. (Beazley)

Coverage
Breach Response Services
Legal, Forensic & PR / Crisis Management Expenses
Breach Response Services (Individuals Notified)
** Limits are in addition to Policy Aggregate limit **

$

Policy Aggregate Limit

$

1,000,000

First Party Loss
Data Compromise Response Expenses
Legal Review & IT Forensics
PR / Crisis Management Expenses
Business Interruption Loss
Dependent Business Interruption Loss
Cyber Extortion Loss
Data Recovery Costs

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

Third Party Liability
Data & Network Liability
Regulatory Defense & Penalties
PCI Standards / Compliance
Media Liability

$
$
$
$

1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

Electronic Crime
Fraudulent Instruction (Social Engineering)
Funds Transfer Fraud
Telephone Fraud
Criminal Reward

$
$
$
$

250,000
250,000
250,000
50,000

Retention - Legal
Retention - Forensic & PR / Crisis Management
Retention - Each Incident, Claim or Loss

$
$
$

1,250
2,500
2,500

Retroactive Date

Limit
1,000,000
100,000*
*Notified Individuals

6/26/2018

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
PREMIUM SUMMARY

Coverage

Expiring

Renewal

Premium (2021-22)

Premium (2022-23)

$ 2,530

$ 4,410

Cyber Liability

METHOD OF PAYMENT
•

Agency Bill – Amsure

MARKETING SUMMARY
Carrier

Underwriting Decision

Beazley

Proposed carrier ($4,410 annual premium)

Cowbell

$7,708 annual premium

CFC

$9,290 annual premium

Great American

$10,000 minimum premium

Coalition

$10,123 annual premium

6/14/2022
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The coverage presented in this proposal is not an insurance contract. We have summarized important
details to provide you with a convenience overview. The policies issued by the insurance company
contain the actual coverage terms, conditions and limitations. Final determination as to whether or not
coverage applies to specific loss situations can only be performed by the Insurer with any coverage
disputes adjudicated by a court of law.
We have attempted to be concise without sacrificing accuracy and clarity. However, because of the
limitations of time and space, our explanation of the coverage provided under the various policies is
necessarily brief and is intended to provide only a general explanation of the nature of the coverage.
Specific policy provisions must be examined to determine the exact limitations in coverage. The
explanations contained in this summary do not in any way modify the coverage of the policies
themselves. This form is for illustration purposes only. Please read your policy for specific details.
The following disclosure is provided pursuant to Insurance Department Regulation No. 194 (11 NYCRR
30.1 et seq.): Adirondack Trust Company Financial Services, Inc., Amsure Division, ("the producer") is an
insurance producer licensed by the State of New York. Insurance producers are authorized by their
license to confer with insurance purchasers about the benefits, terms and conditions of insurance
contracts; to offer advice concerning the substantive benefits of particular insurance contracts; to sell
insurance; and to obtain insurance for purchasers. The role of the producer in any particular transaction
typically involves one or more of these activities. Compensation will be paid to the producer, based on
the insurance contract the producer sells. Depending on the insurer(s) and insurance contract(s) the
purchaser selects, compensation will be paid by the insurer(s) selling the insurance contract or by another
third party. Such compensation may vary depending on a number of factors, including the insurance
contract(s) and the insurer(s) the purchaser selects. In some cases, other factors such as the volume of
business a producer provides to an insurer or the profitability of insurance contracts a producer provides
to an insurer also may affect compensation. The insurance purchaser may obtain information about
compensation expected to be received by the producer based in whole or in part on the sale of insurance
to the purchaser, and (if applicable) compensation expected to be received based in whole or in part on
any alternative quotes presented to the purchaser by the producer, by requesting such information from
the producer.

6/14/2022
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§ 30-1. Evaluation of purchase.
Every prospective purchase of goods or services shall be evaluated to determine the applicability of General
Municipal Law § 103. Every Town officer, board, department head or other personnel with the requisite
purchasing authority (hereafter "purchaser") shall estimate the cumulative amount of the items of supply or
equipment needed in a given fiscal year. That estimate shall include the canvass of other Town departments
and past history to determine the likely yearly value of the commodity to be acquired. The information
gathered and conclusions reached shall be documented and kept with the file or other documentation
supporting the purchase activity. All prospective purchases of goods or services must be reasonable,
necessary, and fully authorized by appropriations formally adopted by Town Board resolution. All elected
officials are authorized to make such purchases. All employees are authorized to make such purchases with
approval from their department head. Any purchases exceeding $1,000 require a purchase order approved
in advance by the Comptroller’s Office. Individuals responsible for prohibited expenditures will be subject
to disciplinary action up to and including termination and reimbursement of Town funds directly or by
payroll deduction.
§ 30-2. Purchases to be formally bid. [Amended 3-6-2012 by L.L. No. 1-20121]
All purchases of supplies or equipment which will exceed $20,000 in aggregate or public works contracts
over $35,000 in aggregate, in any 12-month period shall be formally bid pursuant to General Municipal
Law § 103.
§ 30-3. Estimated purchases requiring quotes or proposals.
A. All estimated purchases of:
(1) Greater than $20,000 require public solicitation for sealed bids pursuant to General Municipal
Law § 103.
(2) Less than $20,000 but greater than $5,000 require a request for written quotes from two
vendors.
(3) Less than $5,000 are left to discretion of the purchaser.
B. All estimated public works contracts of:
(1) Greater than $35,000 require public solicitation for sealed bids pursuant to General Municipal
Law § 103. [Amended 9-5-2000 by L.L. No. 3-2000]
(2) Less than $35,000 but greater than $15,000 require a request for written proposals from two
contractors. [Amended 9-5-2000 by L.L. No. 3-2000]
(3) Less than $15,000 are left to the discretion of the purchaser.
C. Any written quote shall describe the desired goods or equipment, quantity, and the particulars of
delivery. The purchaser shall compile a list of all vendors from whom written/ quotes have been
requested .
D. All information gathered in complying with the procedures of this guideline shall be preserved and
filed with the documentation supporting the subsequent purchase in the Office of the Town Comptroller.

1. Editor's Note: This local law is effective 6-13-2012.

§ 30-4. Award of purchase contract.
The lowest responsible proposal or quote shall be awarded the purchase or public works contract unless the
purchaser prepares a written justification providing reasons why it is in the best interest of the Town and
its taxpayers to make an award to other than the low bid. If a bidder is not deemed responsible, facts
supporting that judgment shall also be documented and filed with the record supporting the procurement.
§ 30-5. Inability to obtain proposals.
A good faith effort shall be made to obtain the required number of proposals or quotations. If the purchaser
is unable to obtain the required number of proposals or quotations, the purchaser will document the attempt
made at obtaining the proposals. In no event shall the inability to obtain the proposals or quotes be a bar to
the procurement.
§ 30-6. Exceptions from solicitation of quotes or proposals.
Except when directed by the Town Board, no solicitation of written proposals or quotations shall be required
under the following circumstances:
A. Acquisition of professional services.
B. Emergencies.
C. Sole source situations with written documentation to justify the sole source limitation.
D. Goods and equipment purchased from agencies for the blind or severely handicapped.
E. Goods and equipment purchased from correctional facilities.
F. Goods and equipment purchased from another governmental agency.
G. Goods and equipment purchased at auction.
H. Goods and equipment purchased for less than $5,000.
I.

Public works contracts for less than $15,000.

J. Goods and equipment or public works purchases through NYS Office of General Services
contracts, county, and federal contracts accordance with General Municipal Law Section 104.
K. Goods and equipment purchased from Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Businesses
(SDVOB’s).
§ 30-7. Annual review.
This policy shall be reviewed annually by the Town Board at its organizational meeting or as soon thereafter
as is reasonably practicable.
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
COMPANY OVERVIEW

Amsure was founded as an independent insurance agency in 1945, serving the insurance and risk
management needs of individuals and businesses in the Albany, NY region. Amsure grew from a local,
family owned agency with roots in personal lines and small business into a premier insurance and risk
management firm with a national client base.
In 2008, Amsure joined forces with The Adirondack Trust Company’s insurance division. Founded in 1901,
The Adirondack Trust Company has a track record of conducting exceptional banking business in Upstate
New York. The rich history of these two organizations, combined with shared cultures, values, commitment
to superior customer service, and family heritage, is the foundation upon which we continue to build.
Today, Amsure stands as the region’s leading provider of risk management and insurance advisory
services. We partner with the country’s leading property and casualty, surety, life, and employee benefit
insurance companies to customize creative and cost-effective risk management and insurance solutions
for our clients. Our passion to deliver the highest level of service and expertise drives our words and our
actions. We believe in independence, creativity, responsiveness, knowledge, professionalism, and vision.
They’re the right priorities to empower us and our clients to go above and beyond.

OUR STRATEGY
Amsure has been earning the trust of its clients since 1945 with a consultative approach to insurance and
risk management. We go above and beyond to understand the unique needs of our clients, particularly the
dynamic and evolving nature of their missions, constituencies, services, funding sources, and facilities. We
are adept at navigating these changes by customizing and regularly updating each client’s insurance
program to ensure that proper protection is in place and that each exposure and associated risk is
addressed accordingly.
By anticipating and proactively reviewing exposures to risk, our advisors are able to present an array of risk
management and insurance solutions that protect our clients.
Our longstanding relationships with the insurance carriers we represent, combined with our industry
knowledge, allow us to negotiate the most cost-effective and comprehensive insurance and risk
management solutions for our clients.
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
PRODUCT OVERVIEW

Property & Casualty Insurance
Amsure provides a full array of risk management and insurance products and services to our clients.
Specific areas of product expertise include: Property/Marine, General and Product Liability, Workers
Compensation, Fleet/Automobile, Professional Liability, Directors & Officers Liability, Employment
Practices Liability, Cyber Liability, Crime/Fidelity, Fiduciary Liability, Environmental Impairment Liability,
International Liability, and Umbrella/Excess Liability.
Amsure enjoys strong relationships with clients in the following fields: Construction, Technology & Life
Sciences, Nonprofit Organizations, Manufacturing, Public Entities, Education, Healthcare, and Real Estate.
Surety and Fidelity Bonds
As a member of the National Association of Surety Bond Producers (NASBP), Amsure is recognized as a
leading advisor in the area of Contract Bonds. Our staff has vast experience in negotiating and maintaining
Surety Credit Lines and Facilities for our clients. In addition to Contract Surety, Amsure also provides
advice in the areas of Non-Construction Performance Guarantees, Fidelity Insurance programs, and other
sources of Alternative Risk Financing.
Life and Employee Benefits
Amsure is committed to helping employers and individuals achieve their vision with cost-effective solutions
and expert guidance. We structure comprehensive and competitive Employee Benefit programs that foster
employee retention and loyalty. Our expertise in Employer Group plans includes Medical, Dental, Vision,
Life, Prescription Drug, Disability, and Long Term Care. For the individual market, our expertise includes
Life Insurance (Term, Whole, Universal, Variable), Disability Income Insurance, Annuities, Long Term Care,
Key Person, and Buy Sell Agreements. Amsure has the expertise and personnel to design a program that
is specific to your needs.
Personal Insurance
Amsure provides a specialized, holistic approach to protecting what’s important in your life. We go above
and beyond to learn about you and to understand your needs, your lifestyle, and your risk tolerance. When
you have a claim, we are there when it matters most. Specific areas of Personal Lines expertise include:
Homeowners, Automobile, Tenant/Condo Insurance, Jewelry and Personal Articles Floaters, Rental
Property and Second Home Insurance, Motorcycle, Watercraft, and Personal Umbrella Insurance.
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
SERVICE OVERVIEW

As part of our annual engagement with your firm, the Account Service Team at Amsure will remain in
constant contact with your office. Members of your Account Service Team are available by phone or email
24 hours a day. As part of our engagement with our clients, Amsure’s Account Service Team will perform
the following services:
•

Analyze exposures to loss and make appropriate recommendations on how to best transfer or
assume the risks associated with those exposures.

•

Recommendations will include a full array of Risk Management options including traditional
insurance, contractual risk transfer, and self-insurance. Final selection of alternatives should be
made based on your firm’s financial position and level of risk aversion.

•

Negotiate with insurance carriers on program parameters, terms and conditions, contractual
wording, and premium issues based on our analysis of the associated exposures, anticipated claim
frequency and volume, and market conditions.

•

Monitor carrier performance with regard to Loss Control and Claims services. Initiate, coordinate
and monitor all Loss Control and Risk Management programs between Amsure, your firm and its
insurance companies. Monitor insurance carrier claim payment, reserving and settlement practices
once a claim has been reported to the carrier.

•

Issue required evidences of insurance (i.e., coverage binders, certificates of insurance, posting
notices, identification cards), policies and endorsements. Review/edit final policy documents to
ensure compliance with issuance instructions.

•

Review losses/claims/suits as they are submitted. Recommend measures that will serve to prevent
repetition of future claims.

•

Monitor Experience Modification Ratings which are calculated by State Rating Authorities.
Negotiate with State Rating Board Authorities to rectify any discrepancies or errors in the
promulgation of the Experience Modifier.

•

Monitor and review all aspects of insurance carrier’s operations including audits and billings. Verify
results for accuracy. Interim reviews of ratable exposures will be performed to avoid premium
variations at final audit.

•

Review Contractual Agreements including insurance clauses associated with bid specifications,
indemnification and hold harmless agreements, performance guarantee clauses and
merger/acquisition documents.

6/14/2022

5
This form is for illustration purposes only. Please read your policy for specific details.

TOWN OF BALLSTON
PUBLIC ENTITY PRACTICE UNIT – PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Interacting with the general public and representing a tax base exposes public entities to a variety of unique
risks. Our advisors expertly analyze your organization to develop a customized risk management and
insurance solution that helps protect the public good while also supporting you in the event of a loss. Our
municipal clients include cities, towns, villages, fire districts, and emergency rescue squads. Amsure, in
conjunction with the insurance company that underwrites your insurance program, provides the following
industry-specific services:
Cities / Towns / Villages
•

Annual meetings to review and assess
existing insurance program

•

Updates on NYS laws affecting
municipal insurance coverages

•

Driver guidelines

•

Sample risk transfer language

•

Analysis of bid specifications

•

Review of insurance certificates from
bidders

Emergency Services
•

Annual meetings with appropriate
board(s) to review and assess existing
insurance program

•

Annual updates on the federal death
benefit

•

Updates on state laws affecting services

•

Driver safety guidelines

•

Sample risk transfer language

•

Free online training programs

•

Review of contracts in conjunction with
legal counsel

•

Information on applying for loans and
grants

•

Guidance on employee manual policies

•

HR related services including:

•

Driver and fleet safety handbooks

•

Insurer loss control inspections

•

Free regional seminars on local
government needs

•

Sample municipal policies and
procedures

o

Reviewing and developing
policies / procedures

o

Environmental, safety and
OSHA compliance

o

Employee handbook assistance

•

Access to free EVOC courses

•

Advice on how to limit misappropriation
of funds

•

Work with architects on bid
specifications

•

Human resource advice through
ThinkHR

•

Review certificates of insurance from
bidders and/or facilities users

•

24-hour claim service

•

24-hour claim service
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
PUBLIC ENTITY COVERAGE EXPERTISE

Amsure specializes in the following insurance coverage for public entity clients:

Cities / Towns / Villages
•

Blanket replacement cost on buildings
and contents

•

Loss of Income and Extra Expense

•

Equipment Breakdown

•

Emergency Services
•

Guaranteed replacement cost on
buildings / contents / non-apparatus
equipment

•

Loss of Income and Extra Expense (up
to 24 months)

Commercial General Liability

•

Personal effects of volunteers

•

Umbrella / Excess Liability

•

Commercial General Liability

•

Automobile / fleet insurance

•

Mutual Aid Liability

•

Municipal Contractors Equipment

•

Liability for members

•

Dump trucks (replacement cost if 10
years old or newer)

•

Medical first aid assistance liability

•

•

Crime and bonding

Emergency Services Errors &
Omissions Liability

•

Public Officials Liability (deductible
applies to paid claims only – not defense)

•

Umbrella / Excess Liability

•

•

Drone coverage

Employment Practices Liability

•

Automobile / fleet insurance

•

Flood & Earthquake

•

Replacement cost on fire trucks

•

Law enforcement

•

•

Police cards (replacement cost if 10 years
old or newer)

Emergency apparatus recertification
costs

•

•

Certified acts of Terrorism

Physical damage to firefighters’
personal vehicles

•

Cyber Liability

•

Group accident and sickness

•

Potable water and failure to supply

•

Group term life

•

Employee Benefits Liability

•

Certified acts of Terrorism
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Human Resource Consultation

ThinkHR is a human resources consulting firm that Amsure partners with to provide customized safety,
compliance and HR related tools and resources to our clients. The ThinkHR platform includes the following
key components:

LEARN PRO offers an extensive online course catalogue and webinar database (topics include OSHA &
General Safety, Personal Safety, Transportation, to name just a few).
COMPLY offers a variety of compliance related resources (including an Employee Handbook Builder and
compliance checklists).
LIVE is an “HR hotline” available to answer any HR related questions (including hiring / firing, promotions,
transfers, etc).
In terms of access, there is no limit to the number of ThinkHR users that our clients can enroll, and individual
login credentials will provide your staff with unlimited access to the platform.
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS DIVISION – SERVICE TEAM

Primary Contacts:
•

David Meager – Account Executive
dmeager@amsureins.com

•

Paul von Schenk, CPCU, CIC – Commercial Lines Marketing Specialist
pvonschenk@amsureins.com

•

Dianne Mjaatvedt – Account Manager
dmjaatvedt@amsureins.com

Claims Department:
Amsure has a full staff whose sole responsibility is to provide comprehensive coverage analysis as well
as submission of claims to all appropriate carriers. Claims are closely followed, reserves are
negotiated, litigation is monitored, and settlements are affected where indicated. This service is
available 24 hours a day to ensure that your claims are addressed in a timely and accurate manner.
•

Jeanine Giroux
jgiroux@amsureins.com
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
WHEN TO NOTIFY AMSURE

It is extremely important that you notify Amsure of any occurrences or circumstances which could result in
a claim or which may require a fundamental change to your current insurance program. Your current plan
is based on the information available to us at the time it was written. Many changes are NOT automatic.
The following are some examples of when we need to hear from you. There may be others, so when in
doubt, please just call or email us. We would rather have too much information than miss something
important. If no action is required, we will just note our internal files accordingly.
Examples:
1) YOU ARE MADE AWARE OF ANY CIRCUMSTANCE OR EVENT WHICH COULD GIVE RISE
TO A CLAIM. We will work with you to determine if notice should be given to the company or if
some other action is more appropriate.
2) You are considering a change in ownership, a merger, acquisition, or joint venture
3) You are considering new operations, locations, ventures, or construction projects
4) You change your address, telephone number, email address, or contact persons
5) You are about to assume new liabilities by signing leases, contracts or rental agreements
6) You encounter circumstances which may require an increase, addition or change in coverage
including, but not limited to:
• A significant change in payroll, sales or subcontracted work
• The purchase or lease of new assets (e.g. buildings, contents, computers, equipment,
vehicles)
7) You have changes in your security systems or procedures (e.g. alarm, sprinkler, security guard)
8) You know of a vacancy or unoccupancy of any property which will exceed 30 days
9) You have a change in your insurance or safety management personnel
10) You have personnel who travel out of the country
11) You assign or hire someone who will work permanently out of state
12) You have any ownership or use of watercraft or aircraft
13) You have significant changes in ERISA or other retirement plan assets
14) You hire or add new vehicle operators
IF YOU’RE NOT SURE IF YOU SHOULD NOTIFY US – PLEASE NOTIFY US!
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
IN THE EVENT OF A CLAIM

The critical first step for all claims is to notify Amsure immediately of any incident that may result in a claim.
From that initial call, Amsure can provide specific instructions and advise how to proceed.

For all Property claims:
In the event of a Property claim, the insured should take appropriate measures to prevent further damage
from occurring. Photographs of all damage should be taken, and emergency repairs that are made to
mitigate further damage should be documented accordingly.

For all Liability claims:
It is strongly recommended that an incident report be completed for all Liability related claims. The incident
report should include the following:
1) Description of the incident
2) Any allegations of defects or hazards the claimant may mention
3) Contact information for the claimant (name, address, phone number, and date of birth)
Witness names are also extremely helpful (particularly if they can add information regarding the incident or
the conditions present in the accident area). Photos of the area or alleged defect are also helpful.

For all Automobile claims:
In the event of an Auto accident, it is imperative to notify the police immediately to respond to the scene
and document the incident. It is OK to check and see if the other parties involved are unharmed, but do
not discuss the details of the accident (including any assumption or allegations of fault). Speak only with
the police officer regarding the specific circumstances of the accident.
Photos of the accident scene are always helpful, but not imperative if it puts anyone in danger of being
struck by traffic. Obtain names and contact information of witnesses who are there (if possible).

For all Workers Compensation / Statutory Disability (DBL) claims:
The employer will need to complete a C2-F (in the event of a Workers Compensation claim) or a DB-450
(in the event of a DBL claim). These forms can be obtained directly from Amsure. It is critical that the
injured employee receive immediate medical attention (if necessary) to avoid further injury or illness.
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
CARRIER PROFILE

Amsure is pleased to present a Risk Management and Property & Casualty Insurance proposal from the
following carrier that has been reviewed and rated by A.M. Best and has received the following current
ratings:
Beazley Insurance Company, Inc. (Beazley) – Cyber Liability
- Rating: A (“Excellent”)
- Financial Size Category: XV ($2 Billion or Greater)
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
CYBER LIABILITY

COVERAGE DESCRIPTION
Cyber Liability insurance covers you in the event that personally identifiable information (PII) is exposed or
stolen during the course of your business, or if your data is compromised or held for ransom. Coverage
will help you to comply with security breach notification laws and may also include business interruption
(loss of income) coverage.

CARRIER

Beazley Insurance Company, Inc. (Beazley)

Coverage
Breach Response Services
Legal, Forensic & PR / Crisis Management Expenses
Breach Response Services (Individuals Notified)
** Limits are in addition to Policy Aggregate limit **

$

Policy Aggregate Limit

$

1,000,000

First Party Loss
Data Compromise Response Expenses
Legal Review & IT Forensics
PR / Crisis Management Expenses
Business Interruption Loss
Dependent Business Interruption Loss
Cyber Extortion Loss
Data Recovery Costs

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

Third Party Liability
Data & Network Liability
Regulatory Defense & Penalties
PCI Standards / Compliance
Media Liability

$
$
$
$

1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

Electronic Crime
Fraudulent Instruction (Social Engineering)
Funds Transfer Fraud
Telephone Fraud
Criminal Reward

$
$
$
$

250,000
250,000
250,000
50,000

Retention - Legal
Retention - Forensic & PR / Crisis Management
Retention - Each Incident, Claim or Loss

$
$
$

1,250
2,500
2,500

Retroactive Date

Limit
1,000,000
100,000*
*Notified Individuals

6/26/2018

6/14/2022

13
This form is for illustration purposes only. Please read your policy for specific details.

TOWN OF BALLSTON
PREMIUM SUMMARY

Coverage

Expiring

Renewal

Premium (2021-22)

Premium (2022-23)

$ 2,530

$ 4,410

Cyber Liability

METHOD OF PAYMENT
•

Agency Bill – Amsure

MARKETING SUMMARY
Carrier

Underwriting Decision

Beazley

Proposed carrier ($4,410 annual premium)

Cowbell

$7,708 annual premium

CFC

$9,290 annual premium

Great American

$10,000 minimum premium

Coalition

$10,123 annual premium
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TOWN OF BALLSTON
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The coverage presented in this proposal is not an insurance contract. We have summarized important
details to provide you with a convenience overview. The policies issued by the insurance company
contain the actual coverage terms, conditions and limitations. Final determination as to whether or not
coverage applies to specific loss situations can only be performed by the Insurer with any coverage
disputes adjudicated by a court of law.
We have attempted to be concise without sacrificing accuracy and clarity. However, because of the
limitations of time and space, our explanation of the coverage provided under the various policies is
necessarily brief and is intended to provide only a general explanation of the nature of the coverage.
Specific policy provisions must be examined to determine the exact limitations in coverage. The
explanations contained in this summary do not in any way modify the coverage of the policies
themselves. This form is for illustration purposes only. Please read your policy for specific details.
The following disclosure is provided pursuant to Insurance Department Regulation No. 194 (11 NYCRR
30.1 et seq.): Adirondack Trust Company Financial Services, Inc., Amsure Division, ("the producer") is an
insurance producer licensed by the State of New York. Insurance producers are authorized by their
license to confer with insurance purchasers about the benefits, terms and conditions of insurance
contracts; to offer advice concerning the substantive benefits of particular insurance contracts; to sell
insurance; and to obtain insurance for purchasers. The role of the producer in any particular transaction
typically involves one or more of these activities. Compensation will be paid to the producer, based on
the insurance contract the producer sells. Depending on the insurer(s) and insurance contract(s) the
purchaser selects, compensation will be paid by the insurer(s) selling the insurance contract or by another
third party. Such compensation may vary depending on a number of factors, including the insurance
contract(s) and the insurer(s) the purchaser selects. In some cases, other factors such as the volume of
business a producer provides to an insurer or the profitability of insurance contracts a producer provides
to an insurer also may affect compensation. The insurance purchaser may obtain information about
compensation expected to be received by the producer based in whole or in part on the sale of insurance
to the purchaser, and (if applicable) compensation expected to be received based in whole or in part on
any alternative quotes presented to the purchaser by the producer, by requesting such information from
the producer.
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Beaver Deceivers International*
the smart fix for conflicts
Revised Proposal
To: Town of Ballston, BLIA
From: Skip Lisle, MS, President
Re: Contract for one Beaver Deceiver
Date: June 30, 2022
The original contract from last year was for $5000. I originally offered to do the
job in August 2021. I was unable to do it then, or all fall, because you did not receive
permission from one nearby landowner. Then winter, and ice, descended. When I
returned to do the job a few weeks ago, BLIA was confused as to where they wanted the
flow device, so I returned to Vermont with all my supplies. The cost of those already
expensive supplies has more than doubled in a year. The cost of everything else,
including gas, has also “gone through the roof” during that period.
I am requesting an additional $1000 to, only partially, cover the losses I will suffer
at the hands of inflation, the earlier, aborted trip, and the added administrative time
associated with this request (emails, phone calls, proposal, etc.).
That will increase the contract to $6000, split evenly between the Town and the
Lake Association.
Thank you for considering this.

*BDI has been the world’s leading flow device company for 25 years. We have solved thousands of
conflicts at every possible kind of site without ever having to kill a beaver. With broad engineering and
ecological knowledge, we determine the best overall strategy and then mold our original, proprietary,
high-quality, low-maintenance, and long-lasting Beaver Deceivers to perfectly fit the unique
requirements of individual sites. This is the only reliable way to protect properties and fully exploit the
amazing ecological, hydrological, aesthetic, and spiritual values that beavers offer society. By eliminating
the need to endlessly breach or remove dams (usually from culverts), repair damaged roads and other
properties, and kill beavers, BDs are tremendous investments. The only other optionkilling
guarantees that the problem will never be solved, ecosystems will be sterilized, and the potential for
restoring the ancient, natural, beaver-dependent hydrology of North American and Eurasian streams will
remain unrealized.

1187 Cabell Road, Grafton, VT 05146; beaverdeceivers.com

